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flRST ASSEMBLY OF THE 2 1 ~ 1 6  CATALANISTA" IN MANRESA BY J. PAHlSSA 
O N  THE OCCASION O F  THE CENTENARY O F  THE 
PROCLAMATION OF THE "BASES DE MANRESA", 
CONSIDERED CATALAN ATIONALISM'S FIRST POLITICAL 
PROGRAMME SINCE 17 14 -THE YEAR OF CATALONIA'S 
HISTORIC DEFEAT-, A GROUP OF CIVIC ORGANISATIONS 
HAVE DRAWN UP A NEW TEXT, THE NEW BASIS O F  A GREAT 
PROJECT FOR THE FUTURE O F  THE CATALAN PEOPLE. 
CLIMENT FORNER P O E T  
series of civic organisations and 
associations have drawn up a 
text they have called Bases per 
al futur nacional de Catalunya (Bases 
for the national future of Catalonia). It 
is hoped that this text, which has al- 
ready received considerable public sup- 
port, will go on to receive even more, 
the maximum possible support, and 
that it will be adopted by the Parlament 
de Catalunya, which represents the 
main political parties. This, at least, is 
the wish of its authors. 
Before discussing it, though, let us go 
over a bit of history. First of all, the 
document is referred to as "bases" or 
principies, in allusion to another, earlier 
document whose centenary we are cele- 
brating this year. This text was ap- 
proved at the first assembly of the "Unió 
Catalanista", which took place in Man- 
resa from 25-27 March 1892, and in 
accordance with its full title, Bases per a 
la Constitució Regional Catalana (Bases 
for the Catalan Regional Constitution) 
can be considered Catalan national- 
ism's first political project since 1 7 14, 
the year of Catalonia's. historic defeat 
and its shameful submission to Castile, 
the victorious power. From that set- 
back, which we might say prostrated the 
country until the death of General 
Franco and of which the annual cele- 
bration of the Eleventh of September is 
a commemoration -festive or vindicat- 
ive according to the circumstances-, un- 
ti1 today, under democracy, Catalonia 
has not begun to recover. It is not surpris- 
ing, then, that in this new and, God 
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willing, definitive reawakening, an ap- 
pea1 is made to the Catalan people's 
self-awareness in order to achieve new 
conquests and reach the degree of sov- 
ereignty that corresponds to it, one 
worthy of its history. For this reason, 
the new bases are not intended simply 
to commemorate this centenary, as the 
entire Catalan government did when it 
visited Manresa at the end of March 
this year, so much as, laying aside nos- 
talgia and confronting the challenges, to 
offer an ambitious project for the fu- 
ture. 
While there were seventeen sections in 
the original bases, the new ones contain 
fifteen, which could be more or less 
summed up as follows. 
1 st: Catalonia must become a sovereign 
state. 
2nd: Catalonia must be able to freely 
establish international relations within 
the sphere of organisations like the Uni- 
ted Nations. 
3rd: Catalonia must form part of the 
European Community, with al1 rights 
and obligations. 
4th: Catalonia must establish new rela- 
tions with the other peoples of Spain in 
freedom and solidarity. 
5th: Catalonia must exercise legislative, 
executive and judicial powers and be 
self-administrating. 
6th: Catalonia must collect its own 
taxes and have its own financia1 re- 
sources, and design its own economic, 
employment and social policies. 
7th: Catalonia must control its own 
health and social security system. 
8th: Catalonia must be able to defend 
its territory and guarantee interior secu- 
rity, at the same time contributing to 
peace and security in Europe and the 
world. 
9th: Catalonia must decide the way its 
territory is organised and used, and pro- 
tect the environment and nature. 
10th: Catalan must be the only official 
and public language of Catalonia, while 
individual linguistic rights as regards 
other languages spoken there must be 
guaranteed. Aranese will continue to be 
the official language of the Valley of 
Aran. 
1 1 th: Catalonia will develop its cultural 
identity and policies for science and 
technology. 
12th: Catalonia must be able to choose 
its educational model in keeping with 
its pedagogic tradition. 
13th: Catalonia must make up a natio- 
nal sphere for communication, chan- 
nelling the social media and at the same 
time respecting the individual rights of 
al1 its citizens. 
14th: Catalonia must promote its parti- 
cipation in Non-Governmental Organi- 
sations (NGOs); it must, for example, 
have its own Olympic Committee. 
15th: Catalonia must establish its own 
immigration policy, avoiding social dis- 
criminations and promoting a free and 
solidary model of society. 
This, broadly, is the content of the new 
bases. As can be seen, they are more 
ambitious than the earlier ones and, es- 
pecially, more experienced. They have 
two important conditions in their fa- 
vour which the earlier ones did not: the 
Spanish state's consolidated democratic 
régime and the new European climate 
so favourable to the recognition of the 
oppressed nations. Of course they also 
explicitly denounce the theoretical and 
practica1 limitations of the present 
Statute of Autonomy (1979). The fol- 
lowing is a transcription of the last three 
paragraphs of the new document: "Con- 
sequently, we ask the people of Catalo- 
nia, their institutions, the political orga- 
nisations and corporations and associa- 
tions of al1 kinds to take decided, peace- 
ful and democratic action to achieve 
these objects. 
We ask the Spanish people, the rest of 
the peoples of Europe and of the world, 
and their representatives, to recognize 
the right of the Catalan Nation to its 
sovereignty. 
We ask the United Nations and the 
other international institutions to re- 
cognize our legitimate aspiration to 
form part directly in the community of 
nations, so as to contribute to the 
strengthening of democracy, the estab- 
lishment of justice, the development of 
freedom and the consolidation of stab- 
ility, governability and peace." 
Petitions which ought to be listened to. 
A long dream which ought to be allowed 
to come true. New bases on which to 
build the future of the Catalan people. 
But the road before us is not easy; this 
we can not deny. To start with, there 
are three great obstacles. First: It seems 
there is not enough determination on 
the part of the general public, partly 
because of unawareness or ignorance, 
partly because of the inertia of the still 
unintegrated Castilian immigrants; we 
shall have to see how they take such an 
attractive invitation as this one, for 
example. Second: there is not enough 
unity between the same political parties 
that describe themselves as Catalan, a 
sin which can already be considered en- 
demic. Third: the present Spanish state, 
although claiming to be democratic, 
will hardly agree to certain demands, 
however fair and reasonable they may 
be; to start with, it still has the same or 
a similar inability to understand Cata- 
lonia that previous dictatorial régimes 
had, something which unfortunately we 
see al1 the time. Nevertheless, as well as 
the European context 1 have already 
mentioned, there are other circum- 
stances that could be favourable. One of 
these is the international prestige Cata- 
lonia has earned for itself day by day. 
Another: the Olympic Games to be held 
in Barcelona this summer, in spite of 
the sweat that has been necessary to 
ensure a dignified presence of our 
national symbols -the anthem and the 
flag- at the stadium on Montjuic. The 
Catholic Church is recognized as having 
contributed much to the gestation of the 
Catalan people during their many cen- 
turies of history, particularly at the 
most critica1 and decisive moments; if 
in the middle of the last century it was a 
decisive force behind the phenomenon 
known as the Renaixenca, now that the 
celebration of a provincial council of 
the Tarraconense (the ecclesiastical 
province which became independent 
from Narbona 900 years ago and which 
includes the other Catalan dioceses) has 
just been officially announced, who 
knows to what extent its new, combined 
pastoral energy, inspired, obviously, in 
evangelical motivations, could also act 
in favour of the Catalan nation as such. 
This would be another of the favourable 
circumstances 1 mention. 
Perhaps a comparison will help to un- 
derstand the so-called "Catalan prob- 
lem", which as yet is nowhere near 
finding a solution. It is like a king who has 
been forcibly dethroned and who, on 
trying to recover his rights, is forced to 
become a beggar, and be thankful. Or 
even worse, as 1 myself say in a poem: 
"Now the sovereign people is enslaved;/ 
the stripes are golden prison bars, and it 
1 a dead man's dog, content with crusts 
of bread." 
